With all the activity taking place – a very
exciting time indeed – it’s taken us a while
to get the latest edition of The Dusty
Journal out, but now we have and it will
now come to you more often and in an
easy to read format.
That said, if you ever have any comments
or suggestions as to how we may improve
the newsletter, don’t hesitate... we want to
know!
A special welcome to all of our new
subscribers who signed up while adding
their weight to the campaign to have June
13 declared National Slim Dusty.

Sign-up for Slim!
Speaking of being busy, we are getting more and more support
every day for the petition to have June 13 declared as National
Slim Dusty Day.
If you haven’t yet signed up - do so today! Visit our website
www.slimdustycentre.com.au and follow the links.

Slim Dusty’s Birthday Bash
And what a great night it was at Rooty Hill with all of those
fabulous artists taking the stage to support Slim and his
Slim Dusty Centre at Kempsey.

Special guest Troy Cassar-Daley sings a duet with Joy McKean at
the All For Slim tribute concert at Tamworth in January.
Radio personality Ray Hadley was MC and auctioneer for the
night with auction items including a specially commissioned
Maton acoustic guitar, a number of unique autographed Slim
Dusty posters and signed Akubra Hats.
Winners of the raffle were drawn...first prize going to Leigh
Slater from Creswick, Vic (a Mate of Slim Dusty), second to
Michael Jeffrey from Sydney and third to Troy Hargadon (also
a Mate of Slim Dusty). Details of our new raffle have been
announced and can be seen on page 3 of this newsletter.

Lee Kernaghan headed the bill, with Kasey Chambers
& Shane Nicholson, Adam Harvey, The McClymonts,
The Wolfe Brothers and Adam Eckersley Band. This
benefit night raised $125,000 for the Slim Dusty Centre
project.
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Lindsay, Ben Kelly, Gary Habgood, Keith
Jamieson & Alisha Smith, Terry Gordon,
Gary Fogarty, Ray Essery and Sam Smyth.
More details can be obtained from the
Slim Dusty Centre website (see below), by
writing to PO Box 718 Kempsey NSW 2440
or telephoning 0418 491 499 or 02 6562
4795 or by emailing woodsbt@bigpond.
com.

Tourism Association
invests
$45,000 in donations
The Centre has received recent donations of $25,000 from the
Slim Dusty Country Music Memories Week event staged in
Kempsey last October; and $20,000 from the Macleay Valley
Coast Tourism Association.
Memories Week organisers Bruce and Trish Woods, from the
Rotary Club of Kempsey West, presented a cheque for the
Centre to Chair Dr Kirkpatrick (photo above).
“The (event’s) turnover was $82,000 and after the staging
costs and expenses for this year are taken out, the donation
has come to $25,000,” Mr Woods said.
Dr Kirkpatrick expressed his gratitude to the Rotary Club,
the local community and visitors to the event.
Note: all powered sites at the Showground are now sold out.

Memories Week coming up

Our local Macleay Valley Coast Tourism
Association has presented a mighty $20,000 donation to the
Foundation.
President of the Association, Mr Michael O’Neill, spoke of the
benefits of the Centre being positioned at the Gateway to the
town, and as a major cultural NSW attraction, it would stand
to not only help retain visitation numbers, but attract new
tourists looking for variety in their holiday experience.
“The Slim Dusty Centre has the potential to have a massive
impact on Tourism here in Kempsey. I am delighted that the
Macleay Valley Coast Tourism Association has been able to
make this contribution to assist in funding the final stage. We
are looking forward to an opening” said Mr O’Neill.
Accepting the cheque on behalf of the Foundation, CEO
Kathryn Yarnold sincerely thanked the Association for their
generosity and belief in the project, and congratulated them on
their forward-thinking.”

The next big thing on the horizon is the fabulous 2013 Slim
Dusty Country Music Memories Week at the Kempsey
Showground from October 21 to 27.
Presented by the Rotary Club of Kempsey West, Memories
Week has a huge program of activities and guest artists
including Anne Kirkpatrick, David Kirkpatrick, the
Travelling Country Band (Rod Coe, Mike Kerin, Mike Tyne,
Robbie Souter & Charley Boyter), Steve Passfield, Graham
Rodger, Sharon Heaslip, Amos Morris, Glenn Jones, Laura
Downing, Ernie Constance, Jeff Brown, Ken “Chainsaw”

The photo above shows Michael O’Neill (MVCTA) presenting
the $20,000 cheque to Kathryn Yarnold (SDF), surrounded
by Association Members

Don’t forget to Sign-up for
Slim – see page one

Powerhouse Museum, Sydney; and Ben Maguire CEO
of the Stockman’s Hall of Fame.

New Executive Committee
February saw the Slim Dusty Centre host the first
meeting of a new advisory committee.

Slim Dusty Foundation Chief Executive Officer
Kathryn Yarnold welcomed the country musician’s
son Dr David Kirkpatrick and other members of the
committee to the facility. These included Macleay Argus
Manager Neil Morgan; Mid North Coast Regional
Tourism Chair Kathy Balodis; Brad Baker from the

Chair Dr Kirkpatrick outlined the role of the new Slim
Dusty Foundation Executive Committee. “We (the
committee) are looking at the next stage of the fit-out
of the Centre and ongoing operations,” he said. “The
committee has been selected from board members
of the Slim Dusty Foundation from different parts of
industries that are all relevant to the Centre. “They’re
people who have vast experience in their fields.”
Photo – Standing: Macleay Argus Manager Neil Morgan; Kevin
Farrawell, Director Slim Dusty Foundation; Ben Maguire, CEO
Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame; Albert Stafford, Director of
The Stafford Group; (seated) Brad Baker (ex-Exhibition Manager,
Powerhouse Museum, Sydney); Kathryn Yarnold, CEO Slim Dusty
Foundation; Dr David Kirkpatrick, Chair Slim Dusty Foundation;
Kathy Balodis, Chair North Coast Destination Network, and
Louis Calleja Director Slim Dusty Foundation, attended the
inaugural meeting of the Executive Committee. Photo and Story;
courtesy of Thom Klein, Macleay Argus.

New raffle announced for Mates of Slim Dusty...
A new raffle has been announced for the Mate of Slim Dusty
supporter program.
The raffle is a draw to win the first prize of a rare
opportunity for four people, to join with members of the
Slim Dusty Family for a private luncheon, who will then
take you on an exclusive and personal guided tour of
“Homewood” Slim Dusty’s boyhood home at Nulla Nulla,
NSW. The prize includes two nights accommodation with
Golden Chain.
Second prize is a rare Slim Dusty Poster that has been
signed by Slim. This special poster has been donated by Mr
Steve Pandel, and is framed in Nulla Nulla Red Cedar from
Slim’s boyhood home. The frame is handcrafted by Mr Brian
Irvine.
Third prize is a copy of the Collector’s Edition of “I’ve Been

There and Back Again” by Joy McKean OAM, and personally
signed by the author.
This raffle will be drawn on Australia Day 2015.
Other benefits of the Mates of Slim Dusty program include •
a special Membership card and Certificate, showing that you
are a “Mate of Slim Dusty” • access to special discounts, as
well as 10 percent off all Slim Dusty merchandise that is sold
through the Slim Dusty Centre. Just quote your membership
number when ordering! • early invitations and priority
booking access to select events at the Slim Dusty Centre,
or Slim Dusty Foundation events that may be held in other
locations • Newsletters • and a fridge magnet designed
exclusively for the “Mates of Slim Dusty”.

More
Mates

A $1 Slim Dusty Coin is part of the Royal Australian
Mint’s 2013 Inspirational Australians series. Known
as Australia’s King of Country but born David Gordon
Kirkpatrick, the name Slim
Dusty has been synonymous
with Australian country music
for nearly 70 years. When he
made his first recording in
1942 it was on a 78rpm record
made at his own expense.
“Song for the Aussies” marked
the beginning of an incredible
career that saw Slim Dusty release more than 100
albums, win dozens of song writing and recording
awards as well as become the first artist to have his
music broadcast from space on the 1981 Space Shuttle
Columbia mission. Available from eshop.ramint.gov.au

Australia’s King of
Country, the late
Slim Dusty, was
everybody’s mate
From the man
on the land, to city dwellers and politicians of all
persuasions, Slim was loved and admired for his humble
demeanour.
The lyrics of his timeless songs paint a picture of our
great Aussie culture. You can be like Slim’s Mates
The Wiggles. Visit the website to sign up or call the
Foundation on 02 6562 6533.

2013 $1 Slim Dusty Coin
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Mateship Award winners

Gavin Saul and Ricky Sharp were announced as winners of the
2012 Dick Smith Slim Dusty Community Mateship & Youth
Awards.
For the first time since the first year of the Awards, when they
were based entirely on entries from the Kempsey/Macleay areas,
both 2012 winners were from the hometown district.
For the last three years, nominations have been sought and
received from all over Australia, with 2011’s winners originating
from South Australia and NSW.
Gavin was named winner of the Community Mateship Award for
his role as Agriculture teacher at Kempsey High School where
he guides and nurtures all of his students with a special passion
to help them achieve, especially making great progress with
students who have previously displayed behavioural problems.
Ricky was named winner of the Youth Award for his enormous
contribution to school and community, displaying qualities
“beyond his years”, recognising that his upbringing and personal
situation are a great deal more positive than that of many of his
peers, speaking out for the less fortunate and acting upon his
passion for social justice.
Nominations for the 2013 Slim Dusty Community Mateship &
Youth Awards will open shortly.
The Awards have been developed to recognise and acknowledge
worthy people within the community who make a positive
contribution to community and society and represent the
integral life values that Slim Dusty lived by…
Fairness, Mateship, Family and Community along with Learning.
Further information about the Awards can be obtained from the
website www.slimdustycentre.com.au, by ringing (02) 6562 6533
or by emailing kathryn.yarnold@slimdustycentre.com.au.
Young Casino performer Bryce Walley, entertained visitors to the
Slim Dusty Centre on inaugural Slim Dusty Day at the Centre.
Since then, he set himself a special task to assist in raising funds
toward the completion of the Centre, and his achievements were
commendable!
“Singing at the Slim Dusty Day 2012 was such a thrill,” he said,
“and a memorable moment in my life. I never got to meet Slim
but it was a real delight to meet his family. Soon after, I decided

to fundraise for the Centre and in October I presented a cheque
for $3,215. I put on shows and asked for support. I would like
to thank Northern Rivers Classic Car Club, Lyn Golding & Col
Johnson, Country music clubs from Mullumbimby, Ballina,
Kyogle, Yamba and district for their donations. Since then I
have been a guest artist at various events, had a busy Tamworth
festival and proudly sing Slim’s songs where ever I go.”
Pictured (from left): David Kirkpatrick, Mateship Winner Gavin
Saul, Youth Winner Ricky Sharp, Bryce Walley (the young
performer who presented a cheque for $3,215 to the Foundation –
see above), Kempsey Mayor Liz Campbell and Anne Kirkpatrick.

