
It seems incredible to think that Thursday, 
September 19 was the 10 year anniversary of the 
death of country music legend Slim Dusty.
Regardless of the time that has passed since that 
sad day in 2003, it has never been more evident that 
rather than diminishing, his memory continues to 
grow with time.
Over a remarkably successful career of more than 50 
years, Slim is acclaimed as Australia’s King Of Country. 
He is not only a forefather of the country music 
scene but via his early overseas chart success and his 
legendary outback tours with Joy McKean, Slim Dusty 
is also recognised as a true pioneer of the broader 
Australian music and entertainment industry.
“Slim and I spent over 50 years working and travelling 
together,” says Joy McKean, “as we raised a family of 
our two children Anne and David and then watched 
our four grandchildren grow up.
“The 19th of September will be a quiet day for me 
as I remember the times we had, and as my family 
remembers their father and grandfather; people all over 
Australia will remember the singer who told their stories 
and loved his country and the people he met over the 
years. I treasure those memories, and I thank everyone 
for the memories of Slim they have sent to me.”
The Slim Dusty Centre building stands complete at the 
gateway to Slim’s hometown of Kempsey while the Slim 
Dusty Foundation team continue to work tirelessly 
to raise funds to complete the final stages, including 
roadwork and the fit out of the interactive exhibitions.
Slim was personally involved in the development of this 
project, which will see the Centre house the incredible 
Slim Dusty collection as well as provide a unique 
location for conferences and functions.
Aussies from all around the Nation are getting behind 
the initiative and joining up to a $50 membership to 

become a “Mate of Slim Dusty” to help Slim’s dream 
finally be realised.
The Slim Dusty Foundation are calling on Slim’s 
mates from all around Australia to join up at www.
slimdustycentre.com.au or free call 1800 18SLIM.
The new Very Best Of Slim Dusty Commemorative 
Edition (which has peaked at #15 on the ARIA Album 
chart) and the unique Slim Dusty autobiographical 
album The Son of Noisy Dan both entered the ARIA 
main Album Chart, Australian Chart and the Country 
Chart on release (and holdS steady on all three charts).
Also interesting to note the Very Best of Slim Dusty 
album has now appeared in the ARIA Country Album 
Charts (where it currently sits at #3) for a record 
breaking 750 weeks...yes that’s 14 years!  No other artist 
local or international artist has achieved this.
Starting on Monday 16 September until Friday 20th 
September, ABC Extra was scheduled to host a 
dedicated Slim Dusty digital radio station, “Celebrating 
Slim Dusty on ABC Extra” featuring songs from the 
more than 100 Slim Dusty albums, plus features from 
the archives. Listen online at abc.net.au/radio.
As we commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the 
passing of Slim Dusty it is befitting to see that Slim’s 
iconic status is still so very much alive in the Australian 
psyche.
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10 years since the passing of a legend...



The Slim Dusty Foundation has issued a call for 
nominations in the 2013 Slim Dusty Community 
Mateship and Youth Awards, sponsored by Misty 
Mountain Health Retreat.
“Nominate a mate... nominate now!” is the call to 
people across Australia to “Nominate a Mate!”
Aussie Icon, Slim Dusty, lived by the life values of 
Fairness, Mateship, Family and Community along 
with Learning. The Slim Dusty Foundation are proud 
to celebrate these values with the annual Community 
Awards, developed to recognise and acknowledge 
worthy people within the community who represent 
these values and make a positive contribution to 
society.
Joy McKean, lifelong partner of Slim Dusty and 
Vice Chair of the Slim Dusty Foundation, echoed 
the significance of the Awards. “The Slim Dusty 
Community Mateship and Youth Awards are an 
important part of our celebrations of Slim Dusty 
Country Music Memories Week.
Recognition of someone in our community who is 
carrying on the great traditions of mateship, helping 
your neighbour and simply being a decent person, 
is a means of spreading the word about living the 
Australian way,” Joy said.
Awards partner Micheal O’Neill of Misty Mountain 
Health Retreat said: “It is a privilege to sponsor the 
Slim Dusty Community Mateship and Youth Awards. 
Misty Mountain is located in the Nulla Nulla valley 

with daily reminders of the country that was formative 
in the career of Slim.
Slim not only gave us great ballads, but has preserved 
history in song. It tells of a time that has passed but 
now, never forgotten. We look forward with great 
anticipation to the opening of the Slim Dusty Centre 
continue in Kempsey and anything we can do to hasten 
it we are happy to do.”
Nominations for the Awards will be accepted up to 
6th October 2013.
Nominations can be made via the website – 
slimdustycentre.com.au – or downloaded and 
completed and posted to the Slim Dusty Foundation, 
PO Box 70 Kempsey NSW 2440, or by sent by email to 
kathryn.yarnold@slimdustycentre.com.au. Any queries 
can be directed to Kathryn via email, or the Centre 
telephone is (02) 6562 6533 or Freecall 1800 18SLIM.

STOP PRESS !!
A total of $27,500 was awarded to the Slim Dusty Foundation 
from the Department of Regional Australia, Local 
Government, Arts and Sport recently for enhancement of the 
travelling exhibition space at the Slim Dusty Centre.
This will enable the installation of exhibition and display 
lighting equipment, point of sale, ticket sale receipting, 
installation of new alarm system which will enable the space 
to be used for Travelling Exhibitions such as the Powerhouse 
Museum.

“Nominate a Mate... nominate now!”



Some photos from Slim’s Birthday Bash!

Clockwise from left: MC Ray Hadley leads the fund-
raising auction with Joan Clarke and Kathryn Yarnold; 
Anne Kirkpatrick with Lee Kernaghan and Glenn A 
Baker; Anne with the commemorative Slim Dusty coin 
release; and (below) the “grand final song” on stage.
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Clockwise from above: Kathyrn Yarnold with Linda Coombes, 
Mark Turnbull (official photographer) and Tracey Parker; 
some of the raffle prizes on display; Kasey Chambers and 
Shane Nicholson perform; Lee Kernaghan with Kathyrn and 
Neil McGinn; and more players with their Slim Dusty coins.

Slim & Joy statue 
appeal reaches target
A significant donation from Tamworth’s Wests 
Entertainment Group, hot on the heels of a third 
contribution from the NSW Government, has closed the 
Slim and Joy Statue Appeal.
Committee Chairman John Sommerlad recently 
announced the fundraising target of nearly $180,000 to 
erect a statue of Australian country music icons Slim Dusty 
and his wife Joy McKean had been achieved.
“The Premier of NSW, Barry O’Farrell, has had a keen 
interest in this project since it started and has made a 
further donation of $10,000 to the Appeal,” John said.
More next issue!


